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Hi. My name
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No, I'm not American. I'm Canadian.

Yes, I can use chopsticks.

Yes, I can eat raw fish.

There,

Now I have answered your first three questions, I'll tell you about myself and
my experiences in Japan.

I was born in England, but when I was 6 years old, I moved to Vancouver,
Canada. I went to high school there, then to the University of British Columbia
and then to McGill University in Montreal, Canada. My major was history-un-
fortunately not Japanese history.

Actually, I only became interested in Japan about 2 years ago. Before then,
I knew very little about Japan-only Sushi, Sony, bullet trains and Toyota. I didn’t
have any idea about Japanese culture. Nor did I have any impression of Japanese
people, except that they were very hard-working.

About 2 years ago, however, I became friends with some Japanese students in
Canada. I also met some Canadians who had lived in Japan and taught English
there. From them I heard about life in Japan-how interesting it was and how fun
it was.

After graduating from University I wanted to live in a foreign country for a
few years so as to open my eyes to different cultures and ways of thinking. At
that point, I decided Japan was the best place to go. I studied teaching English
at UBC, and then came straight to Japan. That was September, 1985.

My first shock upon arriving in Japan was a pleasant one-a sentou. When I first
arrived in Japan, I stayed in a youth hostel without a bath, so I went to the
sentou every day. There are no public baths in Canada, but, Japanese sentous are
so relaxing and wonderful that, when I go back to Canada, I want to start my
own Canadian sentou.

My first unpleasant shock came on my second day. It was very hot and I wanted
an ice cream. I bought an ice cream bar that I thought was vanilla on the outside
and chocolate inside. It looked delicious. But when I took a bite, I found it wasn’t
¢hocolate, it was BEANS (anko) - YUCK! I threw it away and walked on down
the street. I saw a bakery and went in to buy a doughnut. I bought a doughnut

Since then, though I have gotten used to anko and nearly all Japanese food.
I can eat nattoo, though I think it smells like dirty socks. In the summer I be-
came very used to eating sashimi. I did a homestay program at the house of
a Sakanayasan in Hakodate, so we ate sashimi everyday.

In Hokkaido I learned a lot about Japanese life-not only food and Sapporo
beer.

I learned how close Japanese families are-emotionally close and physically
close. For example, I had to sleep in the same 6 mat room with Otousan for
6 weeks. That was OK. But he snored every night, very loudly.

At N. I. T., too, I have learned a lot about Japan. I have learned that
Japanese students have to study English in high schools, but only for exams.
They never have a chance to speak it. I think studying English conversation
is a new thing for a lot of students, and a lot of students are surprised when
they don’t use their pencils in class. But still, those students who enjoy them-
selves and speak when they can in English have improved a great deal.

My plans are to stay at N. I. T. for at least one more year. From then, I
think I’ll go to a diffrent country-perhaps France-and teach English there.

So, in any case, you'll see me. So, if you do see me, please talk to me. But,
please remember-don’t ask me “Those Questions”.

From this article you now know that I’'m not American, I can use chopsticks
and I can eat raw fish. But actually, I hope you have learned more about me

than that and will get to know me more in the future.
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